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boys at Birmingham, and finally transported to the anti-
podes: his countrymen, having turned their backs on Europe
and science and the past, sat down to banquet on mutual
approbation, to produce the Classical Museum and the
Bibliotkeca Classica, and to perish without a name.1
Now this hits us rather hard; for Long, the editor of the
Bibliotheca Classica, was our first professor of Greek and our second
professor of Latin. Professor Housman, when speaking of the
inferiority of English scholarship in the middle of the century
was, of course, thinking specially of the editing of classical texts.
In the field of Comparative Philology there is, it must be owned,
something of the same inferiority, if we compare our native
record with that of the great scholars of Germany. But in this
field, credit has to be allowed to University College and the
Philological Society, for what they did to keep the study alive
in England; and we ought also to reckon it to the credit of our
early professors that they did not allow the acknowledged
eminence of Germany in this branch of learning to rob them
of their right to their own judgment. The most famous instance
of this was the refusal of Latham to assent (without evidence)
to the dogma that the primitive Aryans originated in Asia. This
scepticism was stigmatized at the time, by a continental scholar,
as lunacy only possible to one who lived in a country of cranks.
During the generation after Latham put his heresy forward, it
generally grew more popular, till at last it became the orthodox
view. Latham was then on his death-bed: Theodore Watts
Dunton has told how he hastened to his bedside with the news.
Latham could hardly speak, but he could still understand. 'A
look of joy went sunning over his worn face5, but he could only
utter the one word 'Late5.
Latham's extraordinary powers had been too erratic to bring
him success. As a controversialist he delivered himself into the
enemy5s hands when he printed some cuneiform characters and,
through careless proof-reading, allowed them to go out to a
critical world upside down. And his last years were saddened
by incapacitating illness.
1 MANILIUS, I, slii.
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